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https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/club-meetings/luc-robitaille
https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar
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CAMP PAIVIKA

Saturday, July 27th

Camp Activities 9:30AM - |12PM
Lunch I2PM - IPM

LA5 members, along with friends and family, will create lasting memories for 60
adult campers with developmental disabilities by having a Rotarian pair up with a
camper throughout the morning to enjoy fun camp activities!

Lunch will be provided.

Please RSVP to Jessica Hughes
jhughes@abilityfirst.org | 626.316.7988

Vv

~ .
AbilityFirst

SERVING CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITH DISABILI



https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/service-events/abilityfirst-camp-paivika-carnival-2019
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https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4fgeO678C0tmSIm1r6c3Qw
http://www.rotary5280.org

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

SAFETY, OPPORTUNITY,
AND HOPE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS

Let me make a confession. Growing up in middle class America as

the son of hard working parents who made great sacrifices to
provide for basic needs of their children and to offer them every opportunity, | came to
believe that poverty was simply the result of a lack of values or ambition. “A man who
doesn't work, doesn't eat,” | remember a neighbor saying one night at a backyard bar-b-
qgue. Everyone around the table nodded in affirmation as we filled our plates with
seconds.

Thankfully, these sad and regrettable biases are in

my past. Though there might be a ring of truth in "IT'S TIME
them regarding some folks | have known, | have come

to understand that the vast majority of people living

below the poverty line in America are hard working I O I AI(E

men and women who wish for their children everything

| wish for mine. | have truly repented for allowing my "
self-righteous attitudes to guide my response to the AC I ION
[

people around me. It's time to take action.

In an article addressing poverty in America in the July edition of The Rotarian,
Northwestern University scholar, Alex Kotlowitz, asserts that poverty is more than a
lack of money—It has more to do with a lack of safety, opportunity, and hope. The
causes of this condition are varied, but the solutions may be related to something
profoundly simple—Ilove and empathy. When we address the systemic causes of a
problem without a sense of empathy for the people we are serving, we dehumanize the
project. Only when we see those who are struggling around us not only as humans, but
as neighbors do we find the basis for our service.

As we seek ways to take action in the coming year, it is my hope
that we will see the people we serve for what they really
are—neighbors seeking a life free from fear while looking

for opportunities to improve their future.
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MAKE NOTE:
AUGUST 2 IS A BREAKFAST MEETING

let's change it up sometimes. it might be fun.

WEEKLY THQUGHTS FROM YOUR PAST PRESIDENTS

PP ERICK WEISS ON PASSING THE TORCH...

Whenever I produce a large-scale event that takes months of planning and perhaps days
to install, all for a single evening's festivities and the event is epic and exciting and 1 am
rolls around and the decor is coming down I find myself exhausted and happy. And then,
slowly, a little sadness creeps in as the dumpsters fill and the empty dishes are wiped
into crates.

That's a little how I feel now that I have finished my year as President of LA5.
Fortunately for President Rick I don't think there's a lot of detritus to remove! In fact, I

am super n . I AM SUPER proud of the

year we had as a

club. We PROUD OF THE YEAR made some

huge changes and we
have WE HAD As A CLU B-“ cultivated
the ground upon which we continue to build. President Elect Matt Ball did an awesome
job with our speakers this year. I loved all the after-lunch camaraderie including
beverages at the Standard. I will always cherish our projects together like Camp Paivika
and Angel City. I loved getting more involved with our District. The work our Executive
Committee did to modernize our bookkeeping and financials with Treasurer Darin
Marinov was long overdue and sooooo very satisfying! I am most proud of inspiring John
Green to voluntarily take on the mantle of Executive Director for our club.

President Rick is already demonstrating his impeccable leadership and my only advice to
him will be to continue his incredible consensus building abilities and to have fun pivoting
from one unsolicited suggestion to the next! It's an inspiring intellectual dance and I
know he will do it well.

On July 1 of this year, my first day as immediate Past President, I blissfully returned to
prioritizing my creative business and turned the bulk of my focus to my upcoming events.
Nevertheless, Past President Charisse reminded me that my duties as Chair of the
Membership Approval Committee require immediate attention! And so, now I am very
much looking forward to joining the ranks of our esteemed Past Presidents and helping
ensure our new members are qualified, informed and, most of all, excited to be a part of
our historic and history making club!




DID YOU MISS IT?
MEETING RECAP: 6/21/19
(NOW PAST) PRESIDENT ERICK’S DEMOTION

The energy was happy and high as the masses collected for the last meeting of the

2018-2019 Rotary Year, presided over by Erick Weiss. Would there be another flash-

mob dance performance, several wondered? While there was no rehearsed dancing,
there was music, art, lots of red, lots of love, and lots of joy.

: TONY MEDLEY <<CLICK FOR MORE PHOTOS>>

All smiles! Past Presidents showed overall approval in their
scoring of Erick's year as President.
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"l put some extra red in my hair for this auspicious Newly minted President Rick gets his first crack at
occasion." - PP Erick Weiss the bell. "Glass houses," thinks PP Erick.

Toasts were made. Many toasts. Lengthy toasts. nd baby announcements! Congrats to PP
Charisse and Nick!



https://www.rotaryla5.org/stories/photos/la5-club-meeting-6-19-19

NEWS ALERT!!

EAGER TO FLEX HIS MUSCLES,
PRESIDENT RICK LANDS
AEG AND PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY
AS PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE SPONSORS
OF LAS!

. AND WE'RE JUST ONE WEEK INTO THE YEAR!

PEPPERDINE

"I seriously hope this doesn't mean Willie the Wave is going to be a regular at
meetings," thought both PP Ken Chong and PP Alan Bernstein, simultaneously.

@RotaryLA5 @RotaryLA5S @RotaryLA5

padt. lag the cuub. use these hasdhtags.
#RotaryLA5 #RotaryConnectstheWorld #PeopleofAction #RotaryStory



https://www.facebook.com/RotaryLA5
https://twitter.com/rotaryla5
https://www.instagram.com/rotaryla5/
https://www.pepperdine.edu/
https://www.aegworldwide.com/



