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FOUNDED 1909CLUB LEADERSHIP

Rick Gibson, President
Matt Ball, President-Elect
Paul Ekstrand, Vice President, Program Chair
Josh Mandell, Secretary
Darin Marinov, Treasurer
Erick Weiss, Past President

Sally Gallagher, Executive Committee
Maureen Tepedino, Membership
Charlene Dimas-Peinado, Membership 
Laine Wagensellar, Membership 
Walker Van Antwerp, Service 
Ana Rosales, Service 
Kathleen Kavanaugh, Service
Michael Hart, Foundation Committee 
John Spokes, Foundation Committee 
Nancy Howard, Administration 
Anthony Bourg, Administration
Lauren Schlau, Communications 
Malinda Monterrosa, Communications 

John Green, Executive Director
Jennifer Gregg, Executive Admin

Shahla Rahimi Reynolds, Sergeant-at-Arms
Vinod Budchauhan, Sergeant-at-Arms
Christopher Kim, Sergeant-at-Arms
Joseph Grant, Sergeant-at-Arms

Melody St. John, District 5280 Governor

MARK THE CALENDAR

<<CLICK TO VIEW THE CLUB CALENDAR>>

JULY 

12

Grant Delgatty
Lunch at Cal Club

Luc Robitaille
Lunch at Cal Club

JULY

26

Nathan Elson
Lunch at Cal Club

JULY

27

Camp Paivika
Carnival

JULY

19

DON ’T

MISS

THIS

FRIDAY

L U N C H A T T H E C A L C L U B

W I T H

L A K I N G S P R E S I D E N T

Our first meeting of the year!

L U C R O B I T A I L L E

AUG

2

Michael Gates
Breakfast at Cal Club

J U L Y 9 , 2 0 1 9

https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/club-meetings/luc-robitaille
https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar


TALK TO US: elrodeola5@gmail.com

https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/service-events/abilityfirst-camp-paivika-carnival-2019


PP ALAN BERNSTEIN'S 

"I Heard it Through the Grapevine" 
         - Marvin Gaye

"Uptown Funk" 

        - Mark Ronson & Bruno Mars
 
 

"Hey Jude" 

        - The Beatles
 
 
"I Say A Little Prayer" 
        - Dionne Warwick
 
 

"I Was Born to Love Her" 

        - Stevie Wonder
 
 

"My Girl" 

        - The Temptations
 
 

"Respect" 

        - Aretha Franklin
 
 

"Crystal Blue Persuasion" 

        - Tommy James and the Shondells 
 
 

"Soulful Strut" 

        - Young Holt Unlimited
 
 

"What'd I Say" 

        - Ray Charles  

TOP 10 SUMMER JAM COLLECTION

C L I C K  H E R E  T O
C A T C H  T H E  D A N C E

P A R T Y  O N  S P O T I F Y  
you're welcome

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4fgeO678C0tmSIm1r6c3Qw
http://www.rotary5280.org


SAFETY ,  OPPORTUN ITY ,  

AND  HOPE  FOR  OUR  NE IGHBORS  

 

Rick Gibson

                             Let  me make a  confess ion .  Growing up in  midd le  c lass  Amer ica  as        

                             the son of  hard work ing parents  who made great  sacr i f ices  to

prov ide for  bas ic  needs of  the i r  ch i ldren and to  offer  them every  opportun ity ,  I  came to

be l ieve that  poverty  was s imply  the resu lt  of  a  lack of  va lues  or  ambit ion .  “A man who

doesn ’t  work ,  doesn ’t  eat , ”  I  remember a  ne ighbor  say ing one n ight  at  a  backyard bar-b-

que .  Everyone around the tab le  nodded in  aff i rmat ion as  we f i l led  our  p lates  with

seconds .

 

Thankfu l ly ,  these sad and regrettab le  b iases  are  in  

my past .  Though there might  be a  r ing of  truth in  

them regard ing some fo lks  I  have known,  I  have come

to understand that  the vast  major i ty  of  peop le  l i v ing

be low the poverty  l ine  in  Amer ica  are  hard work ing 

men and women who wish for  the i r  ch i ldren everyth ing 

I  w ish for  mine .  I  have tru ly  repented for  a l lowing my 

se l f-r ighteous att i tudes to  gu ide my response to  the 

peop le  around me.  I t ’s  t ime to  take act ion .

 

In  an art ic le  address ing poverty  in  Amer ica  in  the Ju ly  ed it ion of  The Rotar ian ,

Northwestern Un ivers i ty  scho lar ,  A lex  Kot lowitz ,  asserts  that  poverty  is  more than a

lack of  money—It  has  more to  do with  a  lack of  safety ,  opportun ity ,  and hope .  The

causes of  th is  cond it ion are  var ied ,  but  the so lut ions  may be re lated to  someth ing

profoundly  s imple—love and empathy .  When we address  the systemic  causes of  a

prob lem without  a  sense of  empathy for  the peop le  we are  serv ing ,  we dehumanize the

pro ject .  On ly  when we see those who are  strugg l ing around us  not  on ly  as  humans ,  but

as  ne ighbors  do we f ind the bas is  for  our  serv ice .  

 

As  we seek ways to  take act ion in  the coming year ,  i t  i s  my hope 

that  we wi l l  see the peop le  we serve for  what  they rea l ly  

are—neighbors  seek ing a  l i fe  free from fear  whi le  look ing 

for  opportun it ies  to  improve the i r  future .

 

"IT'S TIME
TO TAKE
ACTION."

A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRES IDENT



 

weekly thoughts from your past presidents
PP  ER I C K  WE I S S  ON  PA S S I NG  THE  TORCH . . .

Whenever I produce a large-scale event that takes months of planning and perhaps days

to install, all for a single evening's festivities and the event is epic and exciting and 1 am

rolls around and the decor is coming down I find myself exhausted and happy. And then,

slowly, a little sadness creeps in as the dumpsters fill and the empty dishes are wiped

into crates. 

That's a little how I feel now that I have finished my year as President of LA5.

Fortunately for President Rick I don't think there's a lot of detritus to remove! In fact, I

am super                                                                                                     proud of the

year we                                                                                                       had as a

club. We                                                                                                      made some

huge changes                                                                                               and we

have                                                                                                            cultivated

the ground upon which we continue to build. President Elect Matt Ball did an awesome

job with our speakers this year. I loved all the after-lunch camaraderie including

beverages at the Standard. I will always cherish our projects together like Camp Paivika

and Angel City. I loved getting more involved with our District. The work our Executive

Committee did to modernize our bookkeeping and financials with Treasurer Darin

Marinov was long overdue and sooooo very satisfying! I am most proud of inspiring John

Green to voluntarily take on the mantle of Executive Director for our club. 

President Rick is already demonstrating his impeccable leadership and my only advice to

him will be to continue his incredible consensus building abilities and to have fun pivoting

from one unsolicited suggestion to the next! It's an inspiring intellectual dance and I

know he will do it well. 

On July 1 of this year, my first day as immediate Past President, I blissfully returned to

prioritizing my creative business and turned the bulk of my focus to my upcoming events.

Nevertheless, Past President Charisse reminded me that my duties as Chair of the

Membership Approval Committee require immediate attention! And so, now I am very

much looking forward to joining the ranks of our esteemed Past Presidents and helping

ensure our new members are qualified, informed and, most of all, excited to be a part of

our historic and history making club!

 
let's change it up sometimes. it might be fun. 
 

MAKE NOTE: 
AUGUST 2 IS A BREAKFAST MEETING

"  . . .  I  AM  S U P E R

P ROUD  O F  T H E  Y EAR

WE  HAD  A S  A  C L U B . "



D I D  Y O U  M I S S  I T ?
M E E T I N G  R E C A P :  6 /21 /19

( N O W  P A S T )  P R E S I D E N T  E R I C K ’ S  D E M O T I O N

: TONY MEDLEY

The energy was happy and high as the masses collected for the last meeting of the
2018-2019 Rotary Year, presided over by Erick Weiss. Would there be another flash-
mob dance performance, several wondered? While there was no rehearsed dancing,

there was music, art, lots of red, lots of love, and lots of joy. 
 

<<CLICK FOR MORE PHOTOS>>

All smiles! 

"I put some extra red in my hair for this auspicious
occasion." - PP Erick Weiss

Newly minted President Rick gets his first crack at
the bell. "Glass houses," thinks PP Erick.

Past Presidents showed overall approval in their
scoring of Erick's year as President.

Toasts were made. Many toasts. Lengthy toasts. ... and baby announcements! Congrats to PP
Charisse and Nick!

https://www.rotaryla5.org/stories/photos/la5-club-meeting-6-19-19


DON 'T  MISS  IT

Let's get Social!

@RotaryLA5 @RotaryLA5 @RotaryLA5

#RotaryLA5

post. tag the club. use these hashtags.

#RotaryStory#PeopleofAction#RotaryConnectstheWorld

NEWS ALERT!!
EAG E R  T O  F L E X  H I S  MUS C L E S ,

P R E S I D EN T  R I C K  L AND S  

AEG  AND  P E P P E RD I N E  UN I V E R S I T Y  

A S  P R E S I D EN T ' S  C I R C L E  S PON SOR S  

O F  L A 5 !
 

. . .  AND  WE ' R E  J U S T  ONE  WEEK  I N T O  T H E  Y E A R !

"I seriously hope this doesn't mean Willie the Wave is going to be a regular at

meetings," thought both PP Ken Chong and PP Alan Bernstein, simultaneously. 

https://www.facebook.com/RotaryLA5
https://twitter.com/rotaryla5
https://www.instagram.com/rotaryla5/
https://www.pepperdine.edu/
https://www.aegworldwide.com/



