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ANNUAL

FILM

FESTIVAL 

COME AND SEE !

COCKTAIL
& WINE 
RECEPTION 
FOLLOWED BY 
SCREENINGS

COCKTAIL ATTIRE

ROTARYLA5.ORG/EVENTS

A P R I L  1 5 ,  2 0 2 3
5 P M  -  9  P M

LAST CHANCE

FOR TICKETS!



J O I N  T H E  E V E N T

FOR A PURPOSE
PaintPaint

The Children's Court Committee will host 25 participants (foster youth and chaperones)
with a focus on teens between the ages of 12-18 for an event with Paint for a Purpose. 

Teens will create their own paintings to take home with expert, step-by-step instruction
from the Paint for a Purpose staff.

LA5 is excited to offer this artistic experience to these foster youth.
A special thanks to Ylenia Mino, CEO of Paint for a Purpose, for directing this effort.

Email Ylenia directly at ylenia@yleniamino.com to participate. 

APRIL 22, 2023
2:30 PM - 4:00 PM
Long Beach
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CONSULS
GENERAL DAY

L A 5 ' S  A N N U A L

SAVE THE DATE
MAY 19, 2023
NOON

LOCATION
HUNTINGTON 
GARDENS, 
PASADENA

Our annual gathering to host international
dignitaries as special guests of LA5. One of the most

exciting programs  of LA5! 
This year, produced by Past President Matt Ball.

LIMITED SEATING
Tickets available at

rotaryla5.org/events





It’s been a few months since my last Page 6 article and no one has asked me, “What’s wrong?”
Not a single Rotarian has missed my monthly missives. I could have just protested and
punished the club by not writing anything for the remainder of the year. But that isn’t what a
Past President does. A Past President grabs the mic, takes the podium and rambles on if
asked or not. 
A few weeks ago, Silicon Valley Bank collapsed, sparking panic in our banking system. This
was a problem for President Malinda, whose day job is that of a bank and marketing
executive. Her phone buzzed with missed calls and urgent texts from all corners of her bank
as she was preparing for Friday’s meeting. She knew she couldn’t be out of pocket while
running the meeting and needed to find a Past President to fill in last minute. At 11:45, she
realized all the good past 
presidents weren’t at the 
meeting, so she was left 
with me. If you were there, 
you know we had major 
technical difficulties (thank 
you Past President Paul for 
jumping in and getting 
everything to work), started 
20 minutes late and I 
fumbled through the script. 
It was a little messy, but we 
got everything done and 
ended on time. Members 
think that any chance for 
the mic, I will jump at it. It 

By Ken Chong, Past President

Having won zero awards or accolades, El Rodeo's very own Page Six
is the finest news source in America, maybe even in the world.  

Latest Rotarian News & Gossip 2022

(not actually on page 6) 



really isn’t true. I’d prefer to eat lunch and
watch the show.  What I do love is fining
people and I will suffer through all the other
parts of running a meeting if I can get to the
end with the fines. But being asked to run a
meeting 15 minutes before the start time
pretty much meant no fines. 😔
Even though we started 20 minutes late, I
finished the last item on the agenda and
looked down at my watch with 1:25p staring
back at me.  Remember, Past President Paul
out fined me last year and took my title as fine
master and Past Presidents Megan and
Charisse have endlessly teased me with their
crystal gavels that the club does not want me
to have. My fining self-confidence has burst,
but I pressed onward in an attempt to levy a
fine in the final 5 minutes.  I decided to ask if
anyone wanted to make my day and
volunteer a $20 fine for some Happy News. I
scanned the room only to find silence. Then a
hero emerges, Michael Stevens, $20 fine
because he is happy to pick up his daughter 

from the airport that afternoon for Spring
Break. BAM! That was what I needed to break
the ice. Past President Paul, $20 fine for his
daughter making the Dean’s List at Colorado
Christian University, BAM! Then Paul Jacques
offers up $20 to acknowledge Past President
Paul’s son, Xander, for doing a such a great job
as a sound engineer working for him and his
band. BAM! But wait, that doesn’t seem right
for Paul Jacques to acknowledge Past
President Paul’s son?!? I think that means PP
Paul forgot some happy news…another $20
fine to PP Paul. BAM! And all that gavel
banging must have gotten Judge Green’s
blood pumping. He never leaves me hanging
up there. He offers up another $20 for
returning from London from his daughter’s
wedding. Proud Pappa, who I have already
fined TWICE for what looked like a beautiful
and extravagant wedding party. John has
already been charged double jeopardy for this
event, I almost didn’t want to take a fine for a
3rd time. I said almost. $20, BAM! Maybe the
Judge feels like some of us who used to work
in food service and are generous tippers at
restaurants. 
Thank you Michael, Past President Paul, Paul
Jacques, the Judge and all the generous
Rotarians who participate in the fun over and
over again. This Washed Up Past President
thanks you from the bottom of his heart.
You’re all great Rotarians! Service Above Self!     



BATTLESHIP IOWA
CHILDREN'S COURT COMMITTEE TOUR

CHILDREN'S COURT COMMITTEE
USS IOWA TOUR

LA5 will host 40 participants (foster youth and
chaperones), with a focus on kids between the
ages of 11-12 for an experience on the USS Iowa. 
Kids will experience a guided tour of the ship for 1
1/2 - 2 hours and a meal at Vicky's Doghouse Cafe. 
We are excited to offer this historical experience to
these foster youth. 
A special thanks to Bruce Murdoch for
spearheading this event.

May 13, 2023
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

San Pedro



Contact Bruce Murdoch 
 at dbmurdoch17@gmail.com 

to participate



https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/youth/benefits-eligibility-finder/


Actress & COO
Bash Revenue

M A R I E T T A  M E L R O S E

meet the member 
N E W  M E M B E R  A N N O U N C E M E N T

Marietta

MARIETTA'S REEL

https://vimeo.com/636947866


CEO
Bash Revenue

H A S S A N  B A S H

meet the member 
N E W  M E M B E R  A N N O U N C E M E N T

Hassan

MORE INFO HERE

https://hassanbash.com/


Chief Marketing & Development Officer
Village Book Builders

J U L I E  A R K O

meet the member 
N E W  M E M B E R  A N N O U N C E M E N T

Julie

MORE INFO HERE

https://joinourvillage.org/aboutus/


arcadia.arroyoins.com

jims@arroyoins.com

818-399-7897

Your insurance partners at Arroyo
Arcadia are passionate about helping
you through proactive risk
management and a personal,
consultative approach. We have been
providing insurance solutions to the
local community since 1981. We have
extensive experience with insurance
placement, risk management and
strategy with a diverse client base
comprised of many different types of
business.

Ranked in the Top 14 Insurance
Agencies of Los Angeles: January
2019 LA Business Journal

Agency Team Recognition/Invitee,
Liberty Mutual Presidents Awards
Celebration 2019

Elite Agency Designation, Chubb
Cornerstone 

https://arcadia.arroyoins.com/
https://arcadia.arroyoins.com/


THE
PRES
M a l i n d a  M o n t e r r o s a
P r e s i d e n t

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  

N O M A D I C    |    2 4

I've officially started the countdown of remaining
meetings ... just a couple of months remain until this
club moves on to much bigger and better under the
leadership of President Gary Jimenez. 

Until then, we have a busy, club calendar, including
service, social, and some great programs! 

You want to attend what has become an annual film
festival this weekend - April 15. Several clubs from
D5280 are participating, and I've heard it's expected to
be a great turnout! Mel Scott is superhuman, and
everything she commits to producing turns to gold -
and this event will be no different. 

Our Major Donor Reception on May 11 is led by the
most amazing host committee, which includes Mike
Hainkel, Heather Shuemaker, Erick Weiss, Ken
Chong, Paul Ekstrand, and Meg Barron. Those
who've donated generously to the Foundation are in
for a lovely evening. Want to make sure you get your
invite to this exclusive event? Donate to the
Foundation here. 

Carmen Estrada-Schaye is coordinating a program 



. . . C O N T I N U E D

featuring guest speaker Amy Zeiring on May 12 - whom LA5
will honor as our "Woman of the Year" for her incredible
work advocating for the safety and well-being of women.
Amy's films have influenced congressional action. 

Scholarship application review is taking place as I type this,
and soon the committee will congregate to interview the
students and choose the final twenty-five scholarship
recipients. As you know - all this meaningful work
culminates with Scholarship Day on June 16!

Past President Matt Ball is coordinating what is shaping
up to be one of the best Consuls General Days to date!
We're road-tripping to Huntington Gardens for this
program on May 19. What a perfect background for
networking with our favorite international dignitaries! 

Bruce Murdoch and Past President Mike Birkholm are
producing an amazing program that will bring a storied LA5
tradition back to life and recognize local leader Wayne
Ratkovich for his work to address homelessness. This
program will take place June 9 at the Jonathan Club.
Certainly, be on the lookout for information on this, as it's
gonna be a good one! 

President-Elect Gary Jimenez is planning an insanely
entertaining Presidents Party for the end of May! If this
party is any insight into how well coordinated and how
much fun his Rotary year is going to be, you're in for a
treat!

As you can see, there's still so much to do, and we have
very little time left this Rotary year! 
We're in for lots of fun, service, community connections,
and impact. Get excited. 

The last few months have been a ride- and I want to thank
everyone that continues to ensure that this club thrives
and is one of the best ... ever. You make our meetings fun
and enjoyable and our events meaningful and impactful.

Alongside events and programs, so much work is done out
of the spotlight in this club to ensure we continue our
century+ legacy of impact. Please read on for just a bit of
what's been happening behind the scenes ... 



. . . C O N T I N U E D

JT Warring and Herb McGurk have, for years, ensured that
villages in Myanmar are provided with clean water.
Political unrest and the pandemic have put a bit of a pause
on this work recently, but water systems in Myanmar are
back on the roadmap, and with the help of Past President
Matt Ball and LDS, it looks like NINE water systems will be
built over the next 12-18 months! 

Gus Opperman, Christina Moses, and Judy Smith have
been working with the First Five Collaborative and clubs in
Bolivia to support and stand up several medical projects in-
and around - Cochabamba. We hope this work will
culminate in a humanitarian trip where members from the
first five Rotary clubs will converge in South America. 

Mel Scott, Lauren Schlau, and Past President Paul
Ekstrand launched a new committee in LA5 that works
with Defy Ventures to support reintegrating incarcerated
adults into society. We've already met a gentleman who
benefitted not just from the time and wisdom of our
Rotarians, but from the generosity of this club - and he is
quick to give credit to LA5 for his life being altered for the
better. Mel, Lauren, and Paul would argue that he's
changed ours for the better. 

The Children's Court Committee - led by Walker Van
Antwerp and Michelle Dicks - is moving and shaking,
keeping our legacy alive with the County and the Court. We
recently helped launch an online benefit guide for youth
who have aged out of the system - a much-needed
resource. 

Generous donors to the Foundation have chosen such well-
deserving organizations to receive Community Grant funds
this year. 

In the following pages, you'll find evidence of some of this
amazing work by these amazing Rotarians and their
committees. You'll also see some of the resulting accolades
and thank you's from organizations that have been
meaningfully impacted by this club's generosity (YOUR
generosity). 

I hope you'll take the time to read through everything, as it
will give you a deep sense of pride. Appreciate you.



adopt -a-family
S U P P O R T I N G  A  S I N G L E

M O M  O F  S E V E N  O V E R

T H E  H O L I D A Y S



first responder
appreciation projects
S U P P O R T I N G  C E N T R A L

D I V I S I O N  S T A T I O N  0 1



national adoption day
S U P P O R T I N G  K I D S

A L L I A N C E  A N D

E D E L M A N  C H I L D R E N ' S

C O U R T



bike build
S U P P O R T I N G  T O G E T H E R

W E  R I S E  A N D

W E L L N E S T  F A M I L I E S



disney day
S U P P O R T I N G  F O S T E R

Y O U T H  A N D  T O G E T H E R

W E  R I S E
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camp paivika
S U P P O R T I N G  A B I L I T Y

F I R S T



community grants
S U P P O R T I N G  B S A

W E S T E R N  L A  C I T Y

C O U N C I L



first responder
appreciation projects
S U P P O R T I N G  F I R E

S T A T I O N  1 0



Follow @conNEXTionspro

wwww.conNEXTions.pro

MIKE ROSS
FOUNDER 

& GENERAL MANAGER

(818) 823-3862

Contact Mike, Member of LA5 Rotary, 
to learn how you or your company 

can sponsor a Student-Athlete. 

STUDENT-ATHLETE
MENTORSHIP
ON THEIR 
WAY TO THE
N E X T  
LEVEL 

Become a 
Supporter
Give a Student-Athlete the
chance of a better future. 

https://www.instagram.com/connextionspro/
https://www.instagram.com/connextionspro/
https://www.instagram.com/connextionspro/
https://www.connextions.pro/
https://www.connextions.pro/
https://www.connextions.pro/


thank you

for helping us keep the lights on, fun, and fancy

S T U D E N T  C O R N E R

A N D  M E M B E R  J A R E D  S M I T H





Rotarians
SPRING HAS SPRUNG

FOR





Meetings. Memories. Magic. 



Sheriff Luna



Meetings. Memories. Magic. 



Julia Stewart.



Meetings. Memories. Magic. 



Women's Day.



Meetings. Memories. Magic. 



LA City Attorney



WE WANT
YOUR

FEEDBACK!

MEMBERFEEDBACK@ROTARYLA5.ORG

mailto:memberfeedback@rotaryla5.org

